2026 CHET-SE Youth Seminar
March 6, 2026

Keynote: Bobby Meredith, from Decision Point Ministries
“Daily Living Out the Great Commission”
Bobby Meredith is the Tucson Director for Decision Point.  He will be presenting the challenge and call of the great commission.
Decision Point is an evangelical non-profit that exists to proclaim the gospel to the next generation.  Since 2002, they have been equipping Christian students as “teen evangelists” to reach their peers and classmates for Christ.  

Session 1:  10:05 – 10:45
· JTED - Tanisha Tatum
Come learn about Pima County’s JTED program (Joint Technical Education District) and hear from students who have been or currently are in the program.
· Ethnos 360, Mission Aviation and Support Ministries – Jeff Werley 
You don’t have to be a preacher to be part of God’s global mission.  From bush airstrips to remote mountain villages, the spread of the gospel often depends on pilots, engineers, mechanics, and problem-solvers who keep things moving.  
· US Coast Guard Careers - Terry Dixon
Information about Coast Guard careers, benefits, and opportunities
· The Art Studio 
In this fast-paced creative mini-session, young artist will design their own “Desert Dream” collage inspired by the Sonoran landscape. Using layered paper, color, and texture, students will explore composition, storytelling, and mixed-media techniques while creating a small artwork they can take home.
This class introduces youth to the fundamentals of design- shape, layering, contrast, and color – through playful experimentation.  Students build confidence in their creative voice while learning how everyday materials can transform into imaginative art.




Session 2: 10:55-11:35
· Family Nurse Practitioner – Mandy DeMerritt
Mandy DeMerritt is a homeschooling mom who is a nurse practitioner with her own direct primary care clinic. She will discuss her journey to become a nurse practitioner.
· Law Enforcement – Jon Siress
How to get into law enforcement and various avenues within the field.

· Apprenticeships: Earn While You Learn – Karen King, Tucson Electrical JATC
Apprenticeships are a unique opportunity to couple classroom instruction, hands-on learning, on-the-job training -- AND a paycheck! In this session, you will discover more about  the Tucson Electrical Joint Apprenticeship and Training Program (JATC), which provides a 4-year apprenticeship program of classroom instruction and 8,000 hours of on the job training towards a career in the electrical industry. Benefits of this apprenticeship include: NO tuition, progressive wage scale (the more you learn, the more you earn!), plus working with the latest technologies and master electricians on real jobs. You'll also learn about JATC's benefits for apprentices as they  transition from trainee to qualified journeyworker inside wireman (electrician).

Karen King is the Training Director for Tucson Electrical Joint Apprenticeship Training program. Her focus is curriculum design, training program management in order to provide quality education and foster professional growth for program participants. She was honored in 2019 with the Exemplary Program in Construction Award, recognizing her dedication to program excellence.

· Club America – Austin Albright
Club America is a chapter of Turning Point USA for high school students.  Austin Albright will discuss the extracurricular benefits of Club America and ways to get involved with like-minded students.

Session 3:  11:45 – 12:25
· Alternatives to 4 Year College – Lori Denst
What’s next after high school? Going to a university for a 4-year bachelor’s degree is often thought of as the automatic next step – but there are actually a number of career alternatives for high school grads.  In this session, we will explore 5 options:
-Vo-Tech (trades and jobs needing only 3 months to 2 years of additional schooling)
-Apprenticeships (earn while you learn option)
-Straight to Work (on the job training, entrepreneurship)
-Military Service
-Gap Year
We will also look at the wide variety of jobs connected to these alternatives, as well as how these alternatives can be a stepping stone into your future career.
· Christian Social Ministry – Chris Chan
Learn about various aspects of Christian Social Ministry and how Jesus commands us to show compassion and dignity to those in need.  This covers ministries such as foster care, Christian counseling, food ministry, and pregnancy care centers.
Chris Chan has spent the last 16 years as Assistant Executive Director of Arizona Baptist Children’s Services, which is made up of a variety of ministry programs across the state.  In high school, God led him to get involved with inner city ministry programs, which is where Christ developed his heart for ministry.  Chris and his family attend Christ Community Church where he also serves as an elder,
· Cookie Decorating – Kelly Bradley
Students will learn basic cookie decorating techniques, including working with royal icing, outlining, flooding, wet-on-wet designs, and other fun decorating skills. 
Kelly Bradley homeschooled her 4 children, now adults, and she enjoys learning new skills.  Cookie decorating is her favorite hobby, and she loves sharing it with others.
· Understanding Down Syndrome and Job Opportunities in this field- Brianne McIntyre
An educational overview of Down Syndrome will be given, including job opportunities working in this field.

Lunch Break:  12:25 – 1:10

Session 4   1:15 – 1:55
· Toxic Detectives – Sofia Forier-Montes
Plants, animals, even the soil…all can be toxic (poisonous).  Learn all about the field of environmental health and toxicology – that branch of science that detects poisons and studies their effects on the land and the people.  In this session, you’ll also discover what Environmental Science is all about, and what Environmental Scientists do.  You’ll hear about the Toxic Detectives summer program for middle school students (grades 6,7,8) – plus you’ll get to try out one of the hands-on activities of the program for yourself!
Sofia Forier-Montes is an avid dirt lover who studies farming just so she could grow delicious things to eat.  She managed a non-profit farm in Tucson for several years, implementing a 2-acre no-till system and growing a wide range of tasty vegetables for donation to local food panties.  She has been a grant consultant, working with small farms, rural communities, and tribal organizations throughout the state.  In 2025, she stepped into the role of Assistant Director of Community Engagement Core for the Southwest Environmental Health Sciences Center at the UA.
· Working in Media – Terry LaFrance
Hear about Terry’s journey from working in local TV news to working in church radio/TV ministry.  
Terry LaFrance graduated from the U of A with a degree in Media Arts before working at several different radio stations.  She went on to work as a reporter for KGUN 9 news for 9 years before the Lord brought her to the media ministry at Calvary Tucson.
· Lifelong Learning from a Biblical Worldview – Mark Newhouse
Navigating the rapid shifts shaping our world – such as ChatGPT and other generative technologies, evolving conversations around race and gender, debates over abortion and climate change, and changing views on identity – demands abilities that extend well beyond “reading writing and arithmetic.”  In this session, Mark Newhouse will help you develop those capacities, connecting you with practical resources to think clearly and respond thoughtfully, not only building knowledge and understanding, but cultivating the discernment needed to engage the world with wisdom.
· STEM:  Balloon Cars – Allison Breuker
Hands on Science.  Students will be presented with a problem: construct a car out of given materials that goes the farthest distance on a flat surface.  Students will be given time to design, plan, and test to see if they can come up with a working solution.
Allison Breuker is a homeschooling mom of 5 who loves learning.  She was an elementary classroom teacher for 8 years before she stayed home full time with her children.  She teaches sciences courses for all ages at CHET-SE’s electives.  She loves Jesus, book, and chocolate.

Session 5  2:05 – 2:45
· Veterinary Medicine – Autum Kosco
What does a career as a veterinarian look like?
Dr. Autum Kosco is a general practice veterinarian working with horses, dogs and cats.  She is a native to Tucson but studied in the Caribbean and Florida.  She is passionate about the veterinary field and enjoys teaching students.
· Pharmacist – Daniel Boyle
An introduction to a career as a pharmacist.
Daniel Boyle has been a licensed pharmacist for over 20 years, most of which he has served as a commissioned officer in the US Public Health Service.
· Biomedical Microscopy: A Wrestling Match between Biology, Physics, and Engineering – Doug Cromey
The last 30 years have seen a revolution in new optical techniques that allow scientists to look at a beautiful and complex world that is too small to be seen by eye.  This presentation will touch on several of the newer microscopy techniques, show some sample images, as well as talk how the image data can advance our scientific understanding.  Along the way we’ll talk a little about the “wrestling match” and the choices/compromises that must be made to get the kinds of image data that scientists need.
Doug Cromey, MS, is a biologist by training, who has spent more than 40 years working with many different types of microscopes.  He works for the University of Arizona and manages six different light microscopes that all together cost well over two million dollars.  Both of his sons are CHET-SE alumni.
· Thermochromic Slime – Laura Denker
In this hands-on session, students will use thermochromic pigment to make slime that changes color when exposed to heat.  
Laura Denker retired from homeschooling in 2024 after homeschooling her 4 children. She loves science and enjoys leading this fun session,

Dessert Break 2:45 – 3:00 

Session 6 3:00 – 3:40
· Service Dog Training – Ability Dogs of Arizona – Marilin Beard
The session will discuss the process of becoming a trainer and how service dogs are trained. 
Marilin Beard became a certified trainer a little over a year ago.  She volunteered at Ability Dogs for 3 years and started working with them in June 2025.
· Chiropractic Healthcare – Walter Parish, DC
Dr. Parish has been in private practice for over 40 years in Tucson.  He will discuss how the body can heal.  
· Geology and Minerals – Chris Earnest
Overview of geology and an introduction to mineral properties and their uses.  The students will then be guided through a hands-on mineral ID workshop. 
Chris studied geology at the U of A.  He has done geology around Arizona.  He also taught science and English as a foreign language at a public elementary school in Gunma, Japan for 11 years.  He now works for the School of Mining, Engineering, and Mineral Resources at the University of Arizona.

Wrap Up, Evaluation, and Prize Drawings 3:45 – 4:00










